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Background

This activity follows on from How does your Garden Grow?  Pupils work in small groups to create a list of the properties of different plants and then relate them to how we use those plants.
Time required

About 10 to 15 minutes.
National Curriculum links 


Links to QCA Schemes of Work
Key Stage 2 Science 



Key Stage 2 Science
Sc1:  1a




6A:  Interdependence & Adaptation
Sc2:  1b, 3a-d, 4c, 5a-c





Breadth of Study:  2a
Things you will need
Sets of Post-it notes.  Ideally each table group should have three pads, each of a different colour.
You will also need a copy of the How does your Garden Grow? Part 2  Thinking Guide.


What you do

1.
Arrange pupils into table groups.  Explain that groups are going to use their scientific knowledge to think about the properties and attributes of different plants and how these properties make the plants useful to us.
Try to make sure that each group has at least one confident writer to act as a scribe for this activity.
2.
Give each table group three Post-It note pads of different colours.  Explain that on the first colour pad, they are going to write down the name of a plant or part of a plant, such as ‘apple’.  On the second colour pad they need to write down a property of the plant or plant part, in this case it could be ‘edible’ or ‘tasty’.  On the third colour pad they need to write down the use that results from that property.  In this case that could be ‘food’.

Stress to pupils that you want lots of different uses – not just food.  They can get some initial inspiration simply from looking around the room.


The Post-It notes can be stuck in rows across their table.

3.
Allow about 10 minutes for groups to come up with a reasonable list and then ask for feedback.

Groups producing particularly interesting examples, particularly music or sound related, could be asked to bring their Post-Its to the front and these could be stuck on the wall or whiteboard.

4. Finish off by reinforcing the link between the properties of plants and materials in general ad the uses to which we put them.

Plants are amazingly useful things because there are so many different types and they have so many different properties. Until about 250 years ago many of the materials people used for making machines, building houses and making clothes were from plants.
Your task here is to show just how useful plants are by thinking of different plants or parts of plants, thinking of one or more of its properties and then thinking of something we use the plant for because of that property.

Your teacher may give you some Post-It notes to do this with.  Use different colours for each section and stick them in rows and columns on your desk.

Here’s an example:

Some Tips
Here are a few tips about how to do this:

· Take a look around the room you are in and look for things made from plants

· Look at the hard bits – furniture, walls etc.

· Look at the soft bits – curtains, carpets etc.

· Food is obvious – try to think of different things

· What about the things you can’t see - like the energy that heats and lights the room.  Do plants have anything to do with that? 
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